
What pneumatic tires are called in 27 languages 
 

 
Language                                       Term                                   Remarks 

 
Arabic   a-jalm  (phonetic spelling) 

 

Chinese   lun-tie  (phonetic spelling) 

 

Croatian   karika   

 

Danish   daek/ring 

 

Dutch   band 

 

English   tyre  spelling used in British Commonwealth… 

   Tire  North American spelling 

   Tarr  Southern U.S. pronunciation 

 

Finnish   ilmarengas 

 

French   pneu  “pneu,” the shortened form used most often 

                   Pneumatique for “tire,” comes from the Latin “pneu- 

                                                                                    micus,” both of which refer to breathing 

     air.  First listed in a dictionary as a refer- 

     ence to tire in 1893. 

 

German   Reifen  “Reifen” and its derivative “Bereifung” 

   Pneu  trace their origins to the Latin word  

   Bereifung                        “reipus,” which is also the root of the 

     English word “rope.”  Reifen also means 

     “hoop.”  Pneu borrowed from the English/ 

     French; first noted in dictionary usage in  

     1910. 

 

Greek   tro-hos  (phonetic spelling) 

 

Hebrew   tsa-mig  (phonetic spelling) 

 

Hungarian   gumi aboncs 

   Gumi kulso 

Italian   pneumatico  From the Latin “pneumaticus” 

 

Japanese   ti-ya  (phonetic spelling) 

 

Korean   ti-yr  (phonetic spelling) 

 

Laotian   kong-lu  (phonetic spelling) 

 

Norwegian   deck 

 

Polish   opona 

   

Portuguese   pneumatic  From the Latin “pneumaticus” 

 

Romanian   anvelope 

 

Russian   she-na  (phonetic spelling) 

 

Slovakian   o-burge  (phonetic spelling) 

 

 

 

 



 

Spanish   neumatic                     From the Latin “pneumaticus” 

                                                             llanta                               Llanta is used primarily in Latin 

     America; literal meaning is “wheel” 

     so “llanta de goma” is “rubber tire.” 

   rueclas  (used in Spain) 

   goma  (Mexico) 

 

Swedish   dack 

 

Thai   ya-no-grot  (phonetic spelling) 

 

Turkish   lastik tekerlek Literally, “elastic wheel” 

 

Vietnamese   vaw-banh-che (phonetic spelling) 

 

 

 

      

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                    


